Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.007 Å; disorder in main residue; R factor = 0.065; wR factor = 0.161; data-to-parameter ratio = 12.6.
In the title complex, [Co(C 22 H 15 O 5 ) 2 (C 2 H 5 OH) 2 ], the Co II atom (site symmetry 1) is coordinated by two O,O 0 -bidentate 4-(2-benzoyl-1-oxidoethenyl)-3-hydroxyphenyl benzoate anions and two ethanol O atoms, resulting in a slightly distorted CoO 6 octahedral coordination. An intramolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bond in the ligand generates an S(6) ring. The dihedral angle between the aromatic rings joined to the acetylacetonate unit is 6.4 (2) . The ethanol molecule is disordered over two orientations in a 0.65 (3):0.35 (3) ratio. In the crystal, molecules are linked by O-HÁ Á ÁO bonds.
Related literature
For background to related cobalt complexes, see: Shi et al. (2008) . For reference structural data, see: Allen et al. (1987) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Co(C 22 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: CAD-4 Software (Enraf-Nonius, 1989 ); cell refinement: CAD-4 Software; data reduction: XCAD4 (Harms & Wocadlo, 1995) ; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL.
There has been much research interest in cobalt complexes due to their molecular architectures and biological activities (Shi et al., 2008) . In this work, we report here the crystal structure of the title compound, (I). In (I), all bond lengths are within normal ranges (Allen et al., 1987) (Fig. 1) . The Co II atom is six-coordinated by four O atoms from the 3-hydroxy-4-(1-hydroxy-3-oxo-3-phenylprop-1-enyl)phenyl benzoate and two O atoms from the ethanol molecules, forming a slightly distorted octahedral coordination. There is an intermolecuar and an intramolecular O-H···O hydrogen bonds in the title complex.
The title compound was prepared by stirring a mixture of 3-hydroxy-4-(1-hydroxy-3-oxo-3-phenylprop-1-enyl)phenyl benzoate (720 mg, 2 mmol) and CoCl 2 .6H 2 O (1 mmol, 238 mg) in ethanol (10 ml) for 3 h. After keeping the filtrate in air for 8 d, red block-shaped crystals of (I) were formed.
Refinement
The N-bound H atom was located in a difference map and its position was freely refined. The other H atoms were positioned geometrically (C-H = 0.93-0.97 Å, O-H = 0.82 Å, S-H = 1.20 Å) and refined as riding, with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (carrier) or 1.5U eq (methyl C).
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I) showing 30% probability displacement ellipsoids. Atoms with suffix A are generated by (1-x, 1-y, 1-z).
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